The title compound, C 13 H 9 N 5 O 6 , contains three nitro groups. It is prepared by the reaction of benzaldehyde 2,4-dinitrophenylhydrazone with nitric oxide at ambient temperature. The imine group is nearly coplanar with the (2,4-dinitrophenyl)hydrazine unit. The second benzene ring and the third nitro group are twisted away from this plane, with dihedral angles of 48.5 (3) and 15.2 (3) , respectively. Weak intramolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO interactions are observed. (2000) . For the structure of benzaldehyde 2,4-dinitrophenylhydrazone, see Shan et al. (2003) .
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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Barnes, 2001; Paschalidis et al., 2000) . Here we report the reaction of NO with an arylhydrazone, where the title compound, (I), was obtained by the reaction of NO with benzaldehyde-2,4-dinitrophenylhydrazone.
The structure of (I) (Fig.1) , shows that this reaction resulted in the addition of a third NO 2 group, which is attached to the carbon atom C7, with an O1-N3-C7-C6 torsion angle of -11.6 (3)°. The imine double bond in benzaldehyde 2,4-dinitrophenylhydrazone was preserved, as indicated by the N1═C7 distance [1.2779 (19) Å] being similar to that of 1.275 (2)Å in the original compound (Shan et al., 2003) . The other two nitro groups are co-planar with the benzene ring that they are attached to, with O4-N4-C12-C13 and O5-N5-C11-C12 torsion angles of 7.0 (3) and 0.0 (3)° respectively.
There is a weak intramolecular N2-H(2 N)···O2 interaction.
A stock solution was prepared by dissolving 0.5 mol benzaldehyde -2,4-dinitrophenylhydrazine in 100 ml dry CH 2 Cl 2 . NO was produced by the reaction of 1 M H 2 SO 4 solution trickled into an aqueous saturated NaNO 2 solution through a funnel at a pre-determined speed, while stirring under an argon atmosphere. NO was carried by argon and purified by passing it through a series of scrubbing bottles containing 4M NaOH, distilled water and CaCl 2 in turn. All the above bottles were under an argon atmosphere. The purified NO was bubbled through a previously degassed stirred stock solution at room temperature for an appropriate time. After the reaction was completed, as indicated by TLC, the reaction mixture was dried with anhydrous MgSO 4 , concentrated under vacuum and purified by column chromatography on silica-gel (200-300 mesh, ethyl acetate-hexane) yielding the pure title compound.
Refinement
Atom H2N was located in a difference Fourier map and refined isotropically, with the N-H distance restrained to 0.89 Å.
Other H atoms were placed in idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with C-H distances of 0.93Å and with U iso (H)= 1.2U eq (C,N).
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The structure of the dimer formation in (I),showing the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level and H atoms are not shown. 
N-(2,4-Dinitrophenyl)-N'-[nitro(phenyl)methylene]hydrazine
Crystal data 
Data collection
Siemens P4 diffractometer R int = 0.0000
Radiation source: normal-focus sealed tube θ max = 27.0º
Monochromator: graphite θ min = 1.4º 
